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Hebrews 13:11-16
Where is our gaze, the camp or the city?



11 The high priest carries the blood of animals 
into the Most Holy Place as a sin offering, but the 
bodies are burned outside the camp. 
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11 The high priest carries the blood of animals 
into the Most Holy Place as a sin offering, but the 
bodies are burned outside the camp.  

Numbers 19:1-3: Now the Lord spoke to Moses and 
to Aaron, saying, 2 “This is the statute of the law that 
the Lord has commanded: Tell the people of Israel 
to bring you a red heifer without defect, in which 
there is no blemish, and on which a yoke has never 
come. 3 And you shall give it to Eleazar the priest, 
and it shall be taken outside the camp and 
slaughtered before him. 
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the Most Holy Place as a sin offering, but the bodies 
are burned outside the camp. 12 And so Jesus also 
suffered outside the city gate to make the people 
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him outside the camp, bearing the disgrace he 
bore. 

What motivated the author to say this?
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11 The high priest carries the blood of animals into 
the Most Holy Place as a sin offering, but the bodies 
are burned outside the camp. 12 And so Jesus also 
suffered outside the city gate to make the people 
holy through his own blood. 13 Let us, then, go to 
him outside the camp, bearing the disgrace he 
bore. 

What motivated the author to say this? 
• Fear of apostasy  
• Insular Christians - Afraid to draw attention to their 

distinct Christian message 
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11 The high priest carries the blood of animals into 
the Most Holy Place as a sin offering, but the bodies 
are burned outside the camp. 12 And so Jesus also 
suffered outside the city gate to make the people 
holy through his own blood. 13 Let us, then, go to 
him outside the camp, bearing the disgrace he 
bore. 14 For here we do not have an enduring city, 
but we are looking for the city that is to come.
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12:22-23: But you have come to Mount Zion and to 
the city of the living God, the heavenly Jerusalem, 
and to innumerable angels in festal gathering,         
23 and to the assembly of the firstborn who are 
enrolled in heaven, and to God, the judge of all, and 
to the spirits of the righteous made perfect, 

10:34: For you had compassion on those in prison, 
and you joyfully accepted the plundering of your 
property, since you knew that you yourselves had a 
better possession and an abiding one.



11:25-26: choosing rather to be mistreated with the 
people of God than to enjoy the fleeting pleasures 
of sin. 26 He considered the reproach of Christ 
greater wealth than the treasures of Egypt, for he 
was looking to the reward. 

12:2: looking to Jesus, the founder and perfecter of 
our faith, who for the joy that was set before him 
endured the cross, despising the shame, and is 
seated at the right hand of the throne of God.



11 The high priest carries the blood of animals into 
the Most Holy Place as a sin offering, but the bodies 
are burned outside the camp. 12 And so Jesus also 
suffered outside the city gate to make the people 
holy through his own blood. 13 Let us, then, go to 
him outside the camp, bearing the disgrace he 
bore. 14 For here we do not have an enduring city, 
but we are looking for the city that is to come.         
15 Through Jesus, therefore, let us continually 
offer to God a sacrifice of praise—the fruit of lips 
that openly profess his name.
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11 The high priest carries the blood of animals into 
the Most Holy Place as a sin offering, but the bodies 
are burned outside the camp. 12 And so Jesus also 
suffered outside the city gate to make the people 
holy through his own blood. 13 Let us, then, go to 
him outside the camp, bearing the disgrace he 
bore. 14 For here we do not have an enduring city, 
but we are looking for the city that is to come.         
15 Through Jesus, therefore, let us continually 
offer to God a sacrifice of praise—the fruit of lips 
that openly profess his name.  

Our Response: An Unashamed Witness
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11 The high priest carries the blood of animals into 
the Most Holy Place as a sin offering, but the bodies 
are burned outside the camp. 12 And so Jesus also 
suffered outside the city gate to make the people 
holy through his own blood. 13 Let us, then, go to him 
outside the camp, bearing the disgrace he bore. 14 

For here we do not have an enduring city, but we are 
looking for the city that is to come. 15 Through Jesus, 
therefore, let us continually offer to God a sacrifice of 
praise—the fruit of lips that openly profess his name. 
16 And do not forget to do good and to share with 
others, for with such sacrifices God is pleased.
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How then shall we Live? 
1. Are you outside the camp?  
2. Do you like the lure of comfort? 
3. Are you building for a city that is not lasting or a 

city which is to come? 
4. What is your road?
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